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RFP  LETTER . 

To  JL 

Radio  Farm  Directors  " 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Inform 


artment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director 


Ji^-ggyf^Ej^c^  outdiA 


April  1,  1955 
Letter  Wo.  658 


*  / 


No  fooling  -  THaa't?' WiMJttiEMa&c^  outdiii  itself.'     -  For  weeks,  or  even 
months,  we  may  "be  counting  tn^Tteffiag£_j^*(fM  /with  its  rough  imitation  of  a 
rabid  lion.     So  far,  we  have  no  check  orTTEe^still  flying  dust-storm  havoc. 
But  yesterday  the  Department  reported  the  first  of  the  week  freeze  damage 
to  fruits  and  vegetables.     Temperatures  in  the  South  Central  and  South- 
eastern States  sunk  to  record  lows  for  this  time  of  the  year.     In  the  10 
early  Southern  peach  States,  the  peach  crop  is  rated  almost  a  complete 
failure.     In  five  States  further  North  damage  was  heavy  where  buds  were  well 
advanced.    This  means  that  except  for  California  supplies,  there  will  be  few 
peaches  for  fresh  market  until  the  middle  of  August.     Some  apple  areas  were 
hard  hit.     Strawberry  harvest  will  be  delayed  two  or  three  weeks  in  the 
South.    Early  acreages  of  potatoes,  watermelons,  snap  beans,  tomatoes  and 
cucumbers  suffered  heavy  damage  and  harvests  are  expected  to  be  delayed. 


As  Secretary  Benson  said  yesterday,   "So  far  as  credit  is  concerned 
the  USDA  is  in  position  to  assist  eligible  farmers  whose  crops  and  orchards 
have  been  damaged.     Emergency  loans  are  made  from  a  revolving  fund  which  we 
estimate  is  large  enough  to  meet  emergency  needs.     In  addition,  the  staff  of 
the  Farmers  Home  Administration,  the  agency  that  makes  the  services  emergency 
loans,  has  many  years  of  experience  in  this  field  and  is  well  qualified  to 
handle  the  job."    FEA  is  already  moving  fast  in  10  States  to  provide  loan 
assistance  to  farmers  whose  crops  have  been  damaged  by  the  freeze. 

More  and  Better  Foods 

Recent  years  have  brought  sweeping  changes  in  production  of  foods 
on  the  farm,  in  the  processing  and  distribution  of  foods.     Last  week  we 
sent  you  a  little  booklet  called  "More  and  Better  Foods  ...  From  Today's 
Pay  Check. "    It  outlines  some  of  the  changes  that  have  been  going  on  and 
what  they  mean  to  each  of  us.     This  is  the  same  graphic  material  used  in 
the  exhibit  Secretary  Bens on  opened  down  in  the  patio  of  this  building  the 
beginning  of  this  week.    The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  an  hour's  take -home 
pay  will  buy  almost  twice  as  many  loaves  of  bread,  or  twice  as  many  quarts 
of  milk,  or  twice  as  many  pounds  of  steak  or  chicken  as  it  did  thirty  years 
ago.    What's  more;  continued  improvements  under  way  in  production,  merchan- 
dising, transportation,  storage,  proces&ing,  and  packaging  give  promise  of 
more  and  better  foods  from  tomorrow's  pay  check. 
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Key  to  Heavy  Schedule 

One  of  the  cleverest  promotion  pieces  to  hit  our  desk  lately  is  the 
heavy  wire  key  ring  with  a  cardboard  key  on  which  is  listed  all  the  programs 
done  daily  "by  the  WXB¥  AM  and  TV  (Topeka)  farm  crew  --  Wes  Seyler,  Wilbur 
Levering  and  Dick  Nichols.     One  look  at  this  schedule  and  we  know  what's 
causing  those  dust  storms  out  there.    Between  5  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.  daily 
they're  on  with  11  programs,  plus  one  on  Saturday  and  two  on  Sunday.  Then 
there's  the  daily  noontime  TV"  show  and  a  monthly  farm  editor's  forum  on  TV, 
5  P.m.  Sat.     Thanks  for  the  keyring,  fellows. 

Chance  to  Change  Potato  Plans 

Department  officials  say  the  report  of  farmers  March  1  intentions 
to  plant  potatoes  gives  growers  another  opportunity  to  re-examine  their 
plans  for  1955  late -crop  potato  acreage  -  and  to  make  some  realistic  adjust- 
ments.   Those  plans  showed  too  many  late-crop  potatoes  are  likely.    Too  many 
acres  in  potatoes  results  in  too  many  potatoes,  marketing  troubles,  and 
unsatisfactory  prices.    Department  folks  point  out  that  the  remedy  lies  with 
potato  growers.     They  claim  the  idea  of  a  potato  grower  doubling  his  acreage 
when  his  neighbor  cuts  down  is  the  thing  that  has  been  producing  surplus 
potatoes.     Growers  should  stand  together,  keep  acreages  in  line,  and  make 
potato  growing  pay.     The  specialists  figure  that  if  the  acreage  now  planned 
in  the  29  late  States  is  actually  planted,  average  yields  will  produce  a 
crop  2  percent  larger  than  last  year  -  and  8  percent  more  than  recommended 
for  '55-     If  the  growers  in  the  ten  heavier  producing  sections  carry  out 
their  early  plans,  with  average  yields  they'll  produce  21  million  bushels 
more  than  we  need. 

U.S.  to  Potate  Wheat  Stocks 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  Wednesday  announced  that  it  would 
consolidate  the  wheat  it  owns,  and  rotate  its  stocks  so  as  to  keep  down  the 
deterioration  of  the  wheat,  as  much  as  possible.     In  consolidating  stocks, 
CCC  will  sell  wheat  at  prevailing  market  prices  where  located  at  country  or 
inland  storage  points.     It  will  offset  such  sales  by  buying  wheat  of  equal 
quantity  or  value  at  terminal  or  port  location  where  the  wheat  can  be  more 
readily  moved  into  use.    Where  stocks  of  wheat  need  to  be  rotated  because  of 
age,  questionable  storability,  or  other  reasons,  the  selling  and  buying 
equivalent  amounts  of  wheat  will  be  done  much  the  same  way.     It  will  take 
several  weeks  to  work  out  all  the  details.    They'll  be  announced  later. 

Recent  KFD  Changes 

John  Mackenzie,  formerly  PFD  with  KOVR-TV  Stockton,  California,  is 

the  new  RFD  for  Station  KBET,  Channel  10.  Sacramento  Telecasters   

Dewey  Compton,  KTRE,  reports  that  his  old  boss,  George  Roesner,  has  moved 

over  to  KPPC  and  KPRC-TV  as  farm  director,  replacing  Bill  McDougall,  who 

has  resigned  to  enter  the  public  reDations  field.    Dewey,  meanwhile,  moves  up 

to  the  top  farm  spot  at  KTRE    Barney  Arnold,  WHAS^  Louisville,  now 

has  a  new  16  mm  camera  to  help  put  bright  and  useful  information  into  that 
noontime  spot  of  his  on  television.     He'll  also  add  more  weather  and  farm 
news . 
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R.O.P.  Beef  Cattle  Tests  for  TV 

This  week  Jules  Renaud  and  Leo  Geier  have  "been  working  up  a  film 
feature  at  the  Department's  Beef  Cattle  research  Station.  Front  Royal ,  Va. 
They  will  make  it  their  USDA  TV  package  for  April  22.     They  aim  to  tell  the 
story  of  Record-of -Performance  tests  now  under  way  to  develop  Hereford , 
Angus,  and  Shorthorn  "beef  cattle  to  grow  faster  and  make  more  efficient  gains. 
In  those  tests,  the  scientists  are  trying  to  find  how  to  predict  as  early  as 
possible  which  "bulls  will  sire  calves  that  will  produce  a  carcass  highly 
acceptable  to  the  consumer,  in  the  shortest  time,  with  the  least  amount  of 
feed.    The  tests  are  not  all  bull  either.    R.O.P.  tests  are  carried  out 
with  potential  replacements  of  both  sexes  to  measure  their  use  of  feed  and 
how  fast  they  grow.     The  Station  has  a  total  herd  of  783  head.    Results  are 
expected  to  apply  widely. 

Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April"  9 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  beginning  April  9 
CBS  F.mi  News  will  be  heard  9:15  a.m.  EST. 

NBC  National  Form  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Features:  Easter  Music. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:   "Keeping  Apples  Fresh"  with  Lou 
Kaiser  and  Prof,  Robert  Smock,  Cornell  University  Experiment  Station. 

"To  Bee  -  Or  Not  to  Bee?" 

In  California,  production  and  seed  yield  of  alfalfa  have  gone  up 
tremendously  in  the  last  few  years,  where  bees  have  been  kept  near  fields 
to  pollinate  the  crop.     Most  of  the  legumes,  all  the  deciduous  fruits,  and 
most  vegetables  depend  on  insects,  chiefly  bees,  for  pollination.     James  I. 
Hambleton,  who  heads  the  Department's  bee  investigations,  points  out  that 
honey  bees  are  the  only  insects  farmers  have  available  and  more  or  less 
under  their  control  for  this  use.    With  each  year's  progress  in  agriculture, 
we  are  becoming  more  and  more  dependent  on  honey  bees.    A  number  of  researches 
are  under  way  to  find  how  to  use  bees  in  this  work  more  efficiently.  Last 
week,  in  announcing  the  honey  price  support  program,  the  Department  again 
urged  beekeepers  to  increase  their  efforts  toward  using  bees  in  pollination 
of  important  pasture,  seed,  vegetable  and  fruit  crops  on  a  rental  or  other 
remunerative  basis.     Of  course,  this  calls  for  cooperation  of  the  farmers 
who  share  the  benefits  with  the  honey -producers . 

Guides  to  New  Wool  Program 

The  Department  is  offering  two  guides  to  help  the  lamb  and  wool 
trade  help  wool  and  lamb  growers  and  feeders  quality  for  payments  under  the 
new  wool  incentive  program.     One  is  called  "The  New  Wool  Program  As  It 
Relates  to  Fool  Marketing  Agencies  and  Dealers".     The  other  "The  New  Wool 
Program  At  It  Relates  to  Commercial  Slaughterers  and  Livestock  Market inf 
Agencies  and  Dealers.     Copies  may  be  had  from  Commodity  Stabilization 
Service.  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Identical  Tvin-Calves  for  TV 


Jules  Renaud  announces  that  this  week's  TV  package  from  the 
Department  ie  about  those  now  famous  identical  twin-calves  and  what  they 
have  shown  farmers  and  ranchers  about  feeding  calves  carried  several  months 
on  sparse  winter  forage  or  drought-stricken  range.     Identical  twin-calves 
are  no  ordinary  twins  -  they  look  alike.,  act  alike ,  feed  alike,  and  are  I 
alike  because  they  developed  from  the  same  egg.    Their  use  in  research  is  1 
just  the  scientist's  gimmick  to  get  quick  results  at  lower  cost.    By  using  1 
one  of  the  twins  as  a  control,  they  can  get  a  more  accurate  test  of  the 
feeding  of  the  other  than  if  they  used  quite  a  number  of  ordinary  animals 
for  the  test.    The  20  frames  of  slide  film  Jules  is  sending  out  this  week 
show  how  to  feed  calves  so  they  make  a  come-back  after  being  a  long  time 
on  short  rations,  if  they  get  enough  protein,  carotene,  and  minerals.  This 
twin-calf  research  is  continuing  to  find  out  just  how  little  protein 
supplement  is  enough. 

Because  so  many  people  using  the  TV  packages  have  asked  for  slide 
material  rather  than  photos,  USDA  is  sending  the  beef  calf  feeding  story  in 
20  frames  of  35  mm  film.    With  the  film  go  25  Golde  binder  mounts.  Future 
slide  film  packages  will  contain  only  the  slide  film,  as  users  will  already 
have  the  mounts  and  it  will  be  little  trouble  to  put  the  film  in  the  mounts. 

"Today's  Home  Builds  Tomorrow's  World" 

The  National  Home  Demonstration  Week  comes  up  May  1  to  "J.  The 
Fact  Sheet  herewith  will  tell  you  what  it  is,  what  it  aims  to  do  and  how 
it  aims  to  do  it.    Most  important,  it  tells  where  you  can  get  more  informa- 
tion on  what  your  local  folks  are  doing  in  home  demonstration  work. 

New  Insecticides  Kill  Tobacco  Pest 

Today  the  Department  announced  that  small  amounts  of  heptachlor 
and  lindane  insecticides  added  to  the  water  used  in  transplanting  young 
tobacco  from  starting  bed  to  field,  are  proving  effective  for  protecting 
newly-set  tobacco  plants  against  the  tobacco  wireworm.    This  wireworm  is 
one  of  the  most  destructive  insect  pests  of  newly  planted  tobacco.     The  re- 
search was  done  by  the  Department  in  cooperation  with  the  South  Carolina 
Experiment  Station. 

Easter  Test-Time  for  Lillies 

During  the  Easter  blooming  season,  USDA  researchers  will  choose  a 
few  of  about  J+0  new  hybrid  Easter  lillies,  better  than  standard  varieties. 
The  chosen  few  will  reach  the  public  in  2  to  k  years.     Scientists  of  the 
Department  and  Louisiana,  Oregon,  and  West  Virginia  Experiment  Stations  who 
cooperated  in  developing  these  new  large -flowered,  free-blooming  lillies  tell 
me  Easter  lillies  are  on  the  verge  of  becoming  all -season  flowers. 

Sincerely . 

Enclosures : 

Nat'l  Home  Demonstration  Week 
Statistical  Summary 
Strawberry  Sit.  Report 
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Layne  Beaty 

Ralio  and  Telev.^ion  oervice 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


JUNI61955 


Dear  Farm  Director; 


April  8,  1955 
*  j  Letter  No.  659 

Water  and  the  lack  of  i  I    f~i     1  1 1 1  WHiiTuJ  ij_  the  news  around  these 
parts  .   .  .  SCS  continues  to  authorize  planning  work  in  the  small  watersheds 
program.     Four  more  watersheds  in  three  States;  one  in  Florida,  two  in 
Tennessee,  and  one  in  Wyoming;  have  just  been  added  to  bring  the  total 
small  watershed  studies  to  U7  in  27  States.   .   .   .  Yesterday  the  Department 
announced  allocation  of  $^,275,000  to  157  counties  in  Colorado,  Kansas, 
New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Texas ,  and  Wyoming  for  emergency  conservation  work 
to  combat  wind  erosion  damage.    Earlier  yesterday  the  President  allocated 
$5*000, 0CO  in  emergency  funds  to  deal  with  wind  erosion.     Last  year  $15 
million  was  appropriated  to  help  repair  damage  for  last  spring's  storms 
and  over  $7  million  of  those  funds  were  unused.     The  President  has 
recommended  to  Congress  that  the  balance  be  made  available  for  wind  erosion 
control  work  this  year.    Emergency  funds  help  pay  costs  of  emergency  tillage 
to  rough  land  surfaces  to  reduce  blowing.    The  specialists  say,  however, 
that  this  is  only  a  temporary  measure.    Wind-resistant  cover  crops,  planted 
as  soon  as  moisture  is  in  the  land,  provide  the  only  satisfactory  protection 
against  blowing.  *****  This  Sunday  the  Department  is  making  public 
five  maps  which  show  state -by-state  distribution  of  farm  income  from 
price -supported  and  non-supported  farm  commodities.    For  example,  one  map 
shows  that  from  coast  to  coast  a  large  majority  of  the  States  get  more  than 
half  their  cash  farm  receipts  from  non-supported  commodities. 


Burley  Tobacco  Referendum  April  26 


The  supply  of  burley  tobacco  is  the  biggest  on  record.  Growers 
face  a  serious  surplus  situation.    As  a  help  in  meeting  this  situation, 
Congress  last  month  directed  the  Department  to  redetermine  marketing 
quotas  on  the  '55  burley  crop  in  light  of  the  latest  figures.     Under  that 
direction  the  Department  today  proclaimed  a  redetermined  national  marketing 
quota  of  33^  million  pounds.    At  the  same  time,  the  USDA  called  a' referendum 
throughout  the  burley  growing  regions  so  growers  can  vote  on  the  announced 
quotas.     If  two-thirds  of  those  voting  in  the  referendum  April  28  approve, 
the  redetermined  quota  becomes  effective.     If  more  than  one -third  oppose, 
no  quota  will  be  in  effect  and  no  price  support  will  be  available  on  the 
'55  crop  of  burley  tobacco. 


. . . .Ken  Gapen  just  phoned  from  the  hospital  that  he  may  get  to  go  home  in 
about  a  week. 
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Hansen  TViews  Livestock  Markets 

Continuing,  to  take  long  and.  close  looks  at  what  various  TFDs  are 
doing  about  market  information,  we  queried  Mai  Hansen  of  WOW-TV,  Omaha, 
located  in  one  of  the  nation's  major  livestock  markets.    Here  is  what  he 
replied: 

"At  WOW-TV  market  reports  are  not  a  major  part  of  our  farm  telecast 
schedule.  *  *  *  In  our  market  we  give  only  trends  and  highlights.  We 
don't  feel  we  can  afford  the  time  to  compete  with  radio.    Furthermore,  we 
recognize  that  the  "bulk  of  the  farmers  in  our  area  are  not  marketing  every 
day.    In  fact,  most  don't  market  every  week.    So  for  the  average  man  the 
prime  interest  is  the  trend.    A  common  question  you'll  get  in  the  country 
is  ...   'What  did  cattle  do  today?'    Then  the  conversation  shifts.    We  try 
to  answer  that  question  on  television,  depending  on  radio  to  supply  the 
more  detailed  information  for  the  seller  or  buyer  who  is  actually  on  the 
market  or  will  be  soon.  *****  At  7:25  a.m.  we  spend  about  twenty  seconds 
on  the  estimated  livestock  receipts,  four  markets  on  a  chart,  and  a  quick 
comment  on  yesterday's  Omaha  livestock  market  trend.    At  12:08  p.m.  we  spend 
about  one  minute  with  a  market  board  summary  of  Omaha  livestock  market 
trends,  Omaha  cash  grain  trends,  and  Eastern  Nebraska  poultry  trends.  On 
Tuesday  noon  and  Wednesday  morning  we  feature  16  mm  motion  pictures  of  six 
loads  of  livestock  with  pictures  of  the  seller  plus  price  and  weight  informa- 
tion   On  Saturday,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.,  we  spend  three  minutes  on  a  market 
review,  using  eight  charts  including  bar  graphs,  plus  an  Iowa  State  College 
Outlook  Film  of  four  and  a  half  minutes." 

How  Control  Alfalfa  Weevil  in  East 

Eesearchers  of  the  USDA  report  that  the  alfalfa  weevil,  long  held 
in  control  successfully  by  growers  in  such  western  States  as  Utah  and 
Idaho,  is  becoming  increasingly  destructive  in  the  East.    This  pest  first 
showed  up  in  the  East  in  Maryland  in  '52.    Since  then,  it  has  been  identified 
in  Delaware;  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania.  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Yesterday 
entomologists  of  the  Department  announced  their  tests  show  the  insecticide 
heptachlor  is  safe  and  effective  for  use  against  this  new  threat  to  alfalfa 
production  in  East.    They  recommend  Eastern  farmers  and  cattlemen  apply 
heptachlor  in  mid-April.    For  spraying  details,  see  your  county  agent. 

New  French-fried  Vegetable  Snacks 

Yesterday  new  foods  researchers  of  the  Department  announced  French- 
fried  carrot,  beet,  and  parsnip  chips  and  whole  pea  and  lima  bean  nuggets. 
They  are  prepared  in  much  the  same  way  as  potato  chips  and  fried  in  modified 
coconut,  peanut,  corn,  or  cottonseed  oil.    All  are  rated  high  in  carbohydrate 
and  fat.    Carrot  chips  are  exceptionally  rich  for  providing  vitamin  A,  and 
the  peas  and  lima  bean  nuggets  provide  a  concentrated  source  of  protein.  They 
keep  well  for  months  at  room  temperature.    The  scientists  say  the  nuggets  can 
also  be  ground  into  soup  powders  that  reconstitute  quickly  in  hot  water  or 
can  be  pressed  into  bars  for  possible  use  as  a  cuick-energy  food  in  military 
rat  i  ons . 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  16 


NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Features:  "Highlights 
from  the  National  Institute  for  Animal  Agriculture." 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:     "A  Look  at  Idaho  Farming"  with 
Ext.  Editor  Archie  Harney;  and  "The  Plum  Island  Animal  Disease  Laboratory" 
with  Dr.  M.  S.  Shahan  and  Ken  Gapen  (recorded). 

Greener  Growing  Zoysia  Grass 

This  month  the  Georgia  Crop  Improvement  Association  is  releasing 
to  nurserymen  the  new  wide-cross  hybrid  lawn  grass  developed  six  years  ago 
by  USDA  research  agronomist  Ian  Forbes.    This  is  a  cross  between  two 
Zoysias  but  tests  show  it  makes  a  better  turf  than  either  of  its  parents, 
and  stands  close  clipping  without  browning  off  like  many  other  grasses. 
It  is  called  Emerald  Zoysia,  and  it  seems  well  adapted  throughout  the 
Southeast  and  maybe  some  places  further  north.    Of  course,  it  will  take 
some  time  for  nurserymen  to  increase  it  enough  to  make  it  generally  avail- 
able.   But  by  the  spring  of  1957,  there  should  be  enough  available  for  lawn 
growers  generally  to  get  plugs  and  sprigs  for  vegetative  propagation. 

Vaccinated  Hens'  Chicks  Resist  Virus 

The  most  promising  piece  of  research  news  we've  heard  this  week 
is  the  way  chicks,  hatched  from  eggs  laid  by  hens  that  have  been  vaccinated 
against  the  big-liver  disease,  also  show-  resistance  to  that  poultry  plague. 
B.  R.  Burmester  and  his  associates  at  the  USDA  Regional  Poultry  Research 
Laboratory  in  Michigan  vaccinated  hens  with  a  dilute  preparation  made  from 
diseased  chicken  livers.    Chicks  hatched  from  eggs  laid  by  the  hens  after 
the  vaccination  showed  high  resistance  when  tested  with  potent  injections 
of  the  virus.    Apparently  the  immunized  hens  pass  on  resistance  through  the 
eggs  to  the  chicks.    Two-thirds  of  the  chicks  hatched  from  eggs  laid  by  the 
same  hens  before  vaccination  died  of  the  disease  after  getting  injections  of 
the  virus.    The  scientists  succeeded  for  the  first  time  in  immunizing 
chickens  against  the  big-liver  disease  -  which  they  prefer  to  call  Lymphomatosi 
By  any  name  that  is  one  of  the  worst  and  most  costly  diseases  of  poultry. 

Forty  Farm  Shows  Per  Week 

Ted  Mangner,  KMOX,  St.  Louis,  explains  why  he  keeps  a  studio  couch 
in  his  office.    They  are  doing  seven  hours  a  week  of  farm  broadcasting, 
consisting  of  about  forty  shows  for  twelve  sponsors.    Those  shows  range  in 
length  from  one  minute  to  thirty.     In  addition,  Ted  says,  there  are,  of 

course,  the  regular  meetings    Jim  Wooddell  has  succeeded  Bob 

Sterrett  as  RFD  on  WTON,  Staunton,  Virginia.    Honing  for  engineering 
activities,  Bob  joined  a  safety  razor  corporation. 

*  CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 
Features:     Interview  on  weed  control  with  Dr.  Warren  C.  Shaw. 
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Milk  Surplus  Shrinking  .  . 

Signs  point  to  a  further  shrinking  of  the  milk  surplus  this  year. 

We  made  some  progress  last  year,  and  more  seems  likely  in  '55^    The  story 

"behind  the  "boost  you  have  helped  us  make  in  the  use  of  milk  is  the  story 

Leo  Geier  and  the  AMS  economists  and  Information  artists  will  tell  in  the 
USDA  TV"  package  scheduled  for  mailing  April  15 .     This  will  "be  another  film 

strip  package.     They  aim  to  tell  the  milk  surplus  story  in  ik  frames  of 
cartoons ,  charts,  and  pictures. 

Warning  on  Unadapted  Clover 


Before  making  seedings  of  New  Zealand  white  clover,  farmers  had 
better  consult  their  State  agricultural  experiment  station.     Our  Department 
agronomists  advise  that  New  Zealand  white  clover  has  not  done  well  in 
experimental  trials.     In  most  tests  at  some  ^1  different  stations  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  yields  of  New  Zealand  white  clover  have  ranged  from 
about  one -half  to  three -fourths  those  of  Ladino.    Except  in  a  few  very 
limited  areas,  New  Zealand  seedings  are  likely  to  yield  less  pasture,  "beef 
and  milk  than  the  well-adapted  strains  recommended  by  the  State  people. 

fepeat  Caution  on  Heavy  Turkeys 

Our  poultry  people  again  warn  us  we  may  have  an  overlarge  output  of 
heavy  turkeys  after  May  1,  unless  producers  hold  down  egg  settings.  They 
say  the  potential  egg  supply  for  heavy -breed  poult  production  from  May 
through  the  end  of  the  hatching  season  is  unusually  large  because  of  more 
breeder  hens  on  farms  this  year  and  because  flock  owners  managed  their  hens 
so  as  to  hold  back  peak  production  until  late  in  the  season. 

Northeast  Farmcasters  Meet 

The  Northeast  Joint  Workshop  of  the  AAACE  and  NATRFD  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  April  3  to  6  was  interesting,  lively  and  well  attended.  Frank 
Atwood,  WTIC,  Hartford,  and  Bob  Parker,  TV  director  for  the  Connecticut 
Extension  Service,  co-chairmanned  the  program  arrangements.     Two  regions 
of  NATRFD  were  represented  -  Northeast  and  East  Central.     New  regional 
AAACE  chairman  is  Don  Wells  of  University  of  Rhode  Island,  succeeding  Jack 
Spaven  of  the  University  of  Vermont.    Bob  Parker,  by  the  way,  joins  WBAY 
and  WBAY-TV,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  as  farm  director  next  month,  succeeding 
Creighton  Knau. 


Station  farm  broadcasters  on  the  joint  Hartford  program  included 
Don  Tut  tie,  WGY ,  Schenectady;  Phil  Alampi,  W1CA,  New  York;  and  Atwood.  It 
was  to  this  meeting  that  Jim  Beall  of  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  went  sans 
hat  and  topcoat,  only  to  encounter  unseasonal  deep  snows  in  Connecticut, 
and  thereby  getting  his  name  in  the  national  news  for  it.    RFDs  had  one 
formal  and  numerous  informal  caucuses  separate  from  their  meeting  with  the 
AAACEs. 


Sincerely, 
Layne  Beaty 

Radio  and  Television  Servic 


RFD  LETTER, 

To  SL\ 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -{U.jB. department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


This  week  events  defini 


April  15,  1955 
Letter  No.  660 


~  tvtuw  aciuuucij  ^j^s^adowed  "by  the  great  news 

of  the  Salk  polio  vaccine.    But  I  hope  you  rtetj^c/d  (last  week's  KFD  Letter) 
that ' agriculture  has  a  vaccine  to  "crow"  ahout  too.    While  the  polio  vaccine 
was  announced  in  Michigan,  the  lymphomatosis  vaccine  was  developed  there  -- 
at  the  Regional  Poultry  Lab  in  East  Lansing. 

Sanitation  Requirements  for  Wheat 

This  year,  wheat  has  got  to  meet  sanitary  requirements  of  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  to  be  eligible  for  price  support.  Department 
officials  say  this  needn't  cause  farmers  much  concern,  because  wheat  that 
is  handled  with  normally  good  care  and  meets  the  other  price  support  re- 
quirements, will  meet  the  clean  wheat  requirements  too. 

Marketing  Research  Pays  Off 

The  marketing  research  folks  are  always  figuring  out  ways  to  cut 
marketing  costs  by  improving  and  streamlining  the  many  steps  in  marketing. 
In  this  way,  farmers  get  better  returns  and  consumers  get  better  products 
at  less  cost . 


One  result  --  one  of  a  steady  stream  --  came  along  this  week. 
The  market  researchers  figured  a  way  to  cut  more  than  $300  from  the  cost 
of  marketing  a  carload  of  cauliflower.     They  devised  a  slightly  larger 
container.     Then,  by  trimming  the  head  a  little  more  than  usual,  the 
cauliflower  is  packed  in  two  layers  instead  of  the  usual  one.    The  saving 
comes  in  the  containers,  transportation,  and  refrigeration.     It  takes  time 
for  ideas  like  this  to  catch  on.    But  some  cauliflower  is  already  moving 
from  the  production  areas  to  the  terminal  markets  the  new  way. 

Where's  Beaty? 

He's  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  this  week  taking  part  in  the  annual 
Institute  for  Education  by  Radio.    Lance  Books  nf  AMRi  s  there  too,  to  dis- 
cuss ways  of  presenting  market  news  on  IV. 
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"Ten  Acres  with  Johnny  Watkins" 

Johnny  Wat  kins,  KWTX,  Waco  sent  us  a  picture  shoving  the  ground 
plan  of  his  ten-acre  KWTX-TV  experimental  and  demonstration  farm,  right  out 
the  station's  back  door.    From  what  Johnny  says  they're  really  doing  some 
"big  planning  in  little  old  Texas.    He  writes: 

"We  have  ten  acres  immediately  behind  our  station  here  that  I 
have  signed  under  Soil  Conservation  District  Agreement.     The  local 
technicians  came  out  and  mapped  the  farm,  laid  out  the  plans  just  as  they 
would  on  anyone  else's  farm.    They  laid  it  off  into  half  acre  plots.  We 
have  one-half  acre  each  of  the  following  crops:  cotton,  corn,  maize,  oats 
and  hubam  clover  and  alfalfa.    We  have  an  acre  and  a  half  of  native  Texas 
grasses  and  another  acre  and  a  half  oats  and  Madrid  clover."  *  *  *  Johnny 
goes  on  to  explain  that  they  ran  soil  tests  and  fertilized  according  to 
the  tests.    They  sold  the  program  on  a  participating  basis  to  a  big 
machinery  company,  which  is  furnishing  all  the  equipment  to  farm  with.  A 
lumber  company  is  building  Johnny  a  tool  shed,  and  a  sprayer  and  chemical 
company  is  supplying  the  insecticides  and  sprayers  to  control  all  insects. 
They  have  just  about  sold  the  program  and  at  the  same  time  made  the  arrange- 
ments for  all  needed  equipment  to  do  a  good  job  of  farming.     *  *  *  But  most 
interesting  is  the  way  they  plan  to  use  the  farm.     Johnny  points  out  "We 
have  three  live  cameras  in  our  studios.    Each  day  one  of  the  cameras  will 
be  loaded  into  my  pickup  and  driven  to  the  half  acre  from  which  we  want  to 
telecast  that  day.    We  have  about  500  foot  leads  on  the  cameras,  therefore, 
>.Te  can  telecast  from  any  crop  on  the  farm  alive.    These  are  live  telecasts, 
not  remotes.    As  you  can  see  by  the  map,  we  are  going  in  pretty  strong  for 
gardening.    We  have  several  gardening  areas  from  which  we  will  telecast 
alive.     On  this  program  we  will  actually  be  doing  the  gardening.    We  will 
have  our  farm  program  from  12:15  to  1:00  p.m.  daily,  six  days  per  week, 
and  our  garden  program  is  from  3:00  to  3:30  p.m.  weekdays." 

Wonder  Drugs  for  Plant  Diseases 

Department  scientists  figure  the  right  chemicals  in  the  hands  of 
growers  who  know  how  to  use  them  might  cut  plant  disease  losses  $1  million 
a  year.     They  say  that  researchers  from  Maine  to  Florida  and  Delaware  to 
California  are  trying  to  find  how  to  use  antibiotics,  not  only  to  prevent 
disease  in  plants  but  to  cure  plant  diseases.    Biggest  drawback  to  wider 
use  at  present  is  the  relatively  high  cost  of  these  materials,  but  prices 
are  already  low  enough  for  spot  treatments  and  seed  treatments.  The 
antibiotics  are  easy  to  use,  and  tests  indicate  that  several  types  of 
plant  diseases  may  yield  to  them.     They  seem  to  have  a  farm  future  and 
further  tests  may  prove  well  worth  watching. 

Which  is  Oldest  USDA  TV  Program? 

"TJSDA"  Editor  Milton  Mangum  reports  New  Jersey  Extension  folks 
think  the  oldest  USDA  TV  program  is  probably  the  one  Home  Pern.  Agent 
Margaret  She par d  has  put  on  every  Thursday  noon  without  interruption  for 
four  years  over  Y.'ATV,  Newark.      Milt  happened  in  just  as  the  apple,  dairy, 
vegetable,  poultry,  and  flower  people  vere  showering  Margaret  with  four-of- 
a-kind  of  each  of  their  specialties  at  the  four-candle -cake  celebration  of 
the  program's  birthday  --  Many  happy  returns  of  the  day,  Margaret ' 
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Slow -Down  Insecticides  Coming,  Up 

In  the  next  few  years,  you  may  hear  more  and  more  about  slow-down 
insecticides.    Heretofore  the  scientists  have  only  sought  knock- 'em-down 
and  kill-' em-quick  chemicals.    Now  some  USDA  entomologists  are  following 
a  different  lead.    They  are  finding  some  chemicals,  not  considered  good 
killers,  actually  may  slow  up  or  prevent  the  normal  development  of  certain 
insect  grubs  so  they  never  grow  up  to  "become  further  trouble-makers.  One 
■they  have  tested  works  better  against  DDT-resistant  flies  than  it  does 
against  normal  flies.     This  new  indirect  approach  to  insect  control  is  still 
in  the  preliminary  laboratory  stage  of  investigation.    The  researchers  have 
much  work  to  do  before  they  will  be  in  a  position  to  recommend  practical 
applications  of  any  of  the  chemicals  yet  tested. 

Cattle  May  Rival  Hybrid  Corn 

USDA  R.O.P.  beef  cattle  breeders  say  their  work  is  now  in  about 
the  same  stage  as  corn  breeding  was  in  the  early  twenties.    What's  more, 
they  think  that  in  the  long  run  they  have  a  good  chance  to  get  comparable 
gains  in  livestock  to  those  the  corn  breeders  got  with  hybrid  corn.  At 
the  Front  Royal  research  station  operated  by  USDA  and  the  Virginia  Experiment 
Station  and  in  37  other  States  and  Hawaii,  researchers  are  accumulating 
weights  and  measurements  of  calves,  trying  to  discover  some  guides  for 
earlier  selecting  the  better  herd  sires  that  produce  faster  gaining  offspring. 

Ali  Baba's  Crop  Mechanized 

Today  USDA  and  Texas  and  South  Carolina  Experiment  Stations 
joined  in  announcing  the  development  of  the  first  two  non-shattering 
varieties  of  the  age-old,  hand- harvested  Oriental  oilseed  crop,  sesame . 
Department  specialists  explain  that  the  non-shattering  characteristics  of 
these  new  varieties  now  make  this  crop  adapted  for  mechanical  harvesting. 
Oil  from  these  seed  is  remarkable  for  its  fresh  keeping  quality  and  it 
has  been  highly  valued  as  a  food  oil  since  earliest  times.     The  U.S.  special- 
ists think  it  may  eventually  offer  many  Southern  farmers  a  needed  means  of 
supplementing  cash-crop  income,  and  provide  oil  processors  with  a  new  oil 
to  extend  their  processing  season.     The  Texas  and  South  Carolina  Stations 
have  sent  a  very  limited  supply  of  foundation  seed  of  the  new  sesames., 
called  Rio  and  Palmetto,  to  qualified  growers  of  certified  seed  who 
cooperated  in  developing  them.    By  next  fall,  they  expect  those  growers 
will  have  enough  pure  certified  seed  to  plant  a  considerable  acreage  for 
oilseed  production  next  year.     The  breeding  program  is  continuing  to  develop 
still  better  varieties  of  the  non-shattering  type. 

Rose  Leads  as  National  Floxrer 

Phil  Alampi,  \!RCA  and  IJRCA-TV,  reports  the  rose  leading  10  to  1 
in  his  listener  poll  to  pick  America's  national  flower.     Other  favorite 
blooms  in  order  of  choice  are  Forget-Me-Not ,  Daisy,  Poppy ;  Chrysanthemum, 
Goldenrod,  Easter  Lily,  Gladiolus,  Carnation,  and  Sunflower. 


« 


-  k  - 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  23 

ABC  American  Fxrmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features  "International  Farming"  -  IFAP 
Knowlton  Nash;  Milk  Marketing  Orders  II  with  Howard  Feddersen  and  Cy 
Briggs,  AMS;  "Balanced  Farming  in  Missouri"  with  Ext.  Radio  Editor  Delmar 
Hatesohl  and  farmer  guest. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Features:  "Pole  Barns 
Cut  Farm  Building  Costs." 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  "to  9:30  a.m.  EST. 
Features:  Continuation  of  discussion  on  chemical  weed  control  with  Warren  C. 
Shaw  of  Beltsville. 

Va.  AP  Broadcast  Awards 

Winners  of  this  year's  Virginia  Associated  Press  farm  news  "broad- 
casting awards,  presented  in  Washington  on  April  15,  included,  in  the 
metropolitan  group,  Glen  Howell,  WSIS,  Roanoke;  Bob  Debardelasen,  WRNL, 
Richmond;  Bob  Sterrett,  WTON,  Staunton;  and  Dick  Morgan.  WVBJ,  Roanoke, 
in  that  order.     In  the  non-metropolitan  contest,  winners  were  L.  E. 
Pretty John,  WLPM,  Suffolk;  WSVS,  Crewe;  Tom  Gannaway,  WRAP,  Radford;  and 
H.  B.  Eller,  WMEV,  Marion. 

Tangle  with  a  Tractor  Tine 

A  garden  tractor  tine  through  his  right  hand  when  the  motor 
started  suddenly  while  he  was  making  an  adjustment,  put  his  bread  hook  on 
the  blink  but  made  no  noticeable  impairment  in  Claude  Mahoney 's  (CBS, 
Washington)  vocabulary  on  his  program  next  morning.    With  a  briefcase  full 
of  Farm  Safety  Week  literature  (July  2k -30)  Claude  says  he  just  started  to 
celebrate  the  week  early,  though  he  thought  this  sort  of  thing  went  out 
with  plow  horses. 


Sometimes  it  seems  that  radio  folks  are  responsible  for  a  good 
share  of  the  Post  Office  business.  George  Hayes  of  WABC,  New  York  City, 
says  he  has  received  over  30,000  pieces  of  listener  mail  since  July  last 
year. . .and  it's  now  coming  in  at  the  rate  of  7,000  pieces  a  month. 

Ken  Grpen  moved  out  of  the  hospital  and  back  home  this  week.  He 
looks  fine  after  a  real  siege .  and  says  it's  just  "baby-sitting"  from  here 
on  in.    We'll  let  you  know  when  Ken  gets  back  on  the  ACP  stand  again. 


Sincerely, 


Enclosure 

Garden  Facts 


4  IOIaA^ 


Jack  H.  Towers 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Informatio 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


>n  j  U^^ep^rtnjeqJ  of  Agriculture 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORD  I 

JUN  1  61955  h 


April  22 ,  195f 
Letter  Ho.  66l 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


By  the  time  you  getT  tMs  Letter,  be  ere  tars'-  Benson  will  probably  "be 
starting  his  3 -day  drought  tour  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains.    Ee  leaves  here 
by  plane  Monday  afternoon  to  investigate  drought  and  dust  conditions  in 
Colorado,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  and  New  Mexico,  with  a  view  to  reshaping 
the  Department's  efforts  to  get  at  the  cause  of  the  recurring  damage. 
Yesterday,  he  announced  the  appointment  of  a  Department  committee  to  consider 
present  programs,  recommend  changes,  and  develop  new  programs  not  only  for 
the  center  of  the  critical  region  but  to  extend  into  other  parts  of  the  Great 
Plains.   .   .  Wednesday,  he  sent  Harvey  Dahl,who  directs  the  Department's 
drought  relief  programs,  to  Phoenix,  Arizona,  to  confer  with  Governor 
McFarland  and  other  State  officials  about  the  drought  situation  in  that  State. 
Tentative  plans  call  for  Secretary  Benson  to  fly  to  a  meeting  in  Denver  Monday 
evening.    Tuesday,  April  26,  he  will  drive  to  Limon,  Kit  Carson,  Lamar  and 
Springfield,  Colorado;  and  Johnson,  Ulysses,  and  Liberal,  Kansas.    He  will 
meet  with  farmers  at  lunch  in  Lamar  and  stay  the  night  in  Liberal.  On 
Wednesday  the  27th  he  will  travel  from  Liberal  to  Guymon,  Oklahoma.  Stratford, 
and  Amarillo,  Texas,  and  on  to  Tucumcari,  New  Mexico.    From  Tucumcari  he  will 
fly  back  East  .   .   .  Secretary  Benson  says:     "Our  Nation  cannot  and  need  not 
afford  the  repeated  damaging  effect  of  region-wide  dust  storms.    We  have  the 
capacity  to  use  the  lands  of  the  region  intelligently  and  wisely.    We  must  put 
that  capacity  to  work. "    He  points  out  that  local  people  together  with  their 
State  and  Federal  governments  can  and  must  develop  and  apply  corrective 
measures  where  needed. 


Irrigation  Water  Less  than  Average 


During  the  '55  irrigation  season,  streamflow  from  snow  melt  will  be 
less  than  average  in  the  chief  river  systems  of  the  western  states.  (For 
details  see  the  USDA  release  for  Monday  afternoon,  April  25) 

"rogress  on  Smal 1  Watershed  Prog ram 

SCS  tells  us  that  local  organizations  in  3^  States  have  already  made 
State  agency-approved  requests  for  help,  under  the  Watershed  Protection  and 
Flood  Prevention  Act,  on  306  watersheds.    SCS  Adm.  Donald  Williams  has  auth- 
orized planning  help  on  59  of  these  proposed  projects  in  30  States.  The 
Service  anticipates  70  or  more  will  be  in  the  planning  stage  by  July  1.  with 
25  plans  ready  for  final  okay  by  that  time.    Each  project  is  initiated  by 
one  or  more  local  organizations ,  including  soil  conservation,  water  conserva- 
tion, drainage,  and  irrigation  districts;  towns  and  cities;  county  boards; 
and  one  State  highway  department. 


Anocher  "First '.'  in  USDA  TV 


Referring  to  our  I'FD  Letter  of  last  week,  Sam  Steiger,  Asst.  Ext. 
Editor  in  Ohio    takes  friendly  exception  to  the  claim  that  New  Jersey- 
Extension  folks  have  the  oldest  USDA  TV  program  in  the  country.    Sam  reports 
Ohio  Extension  started  television  "back  in  1950 ,  when  Miriam  Foltz  (now  Mrs. 
Miriam  Yantis)  who  was  then  Home  Ec.  Radio  Editor  in  Ohio  started  "The 
Magic  Window    series  on  WLUC,  Columbus.    Sam  goes  on  to  say  the  programs 
have  continued  every  Saturday  since  that  first  beginning.    Only  the  talent 
and  the  hour  of  broadcast  have  changed.    Mary  Zinn,  who  is  Home  Ec.  Radio- 
Television  Editor  is  currently  doing  the  series.    The  total  lapse  of  time 
is  March  11,  1950  to  April  9,  1955  -  five  years  and  four  weeks  and  still 
going.     Sam  says  "Sorry  to  take  the  flowers ,  erroneously  thrown  to  Margaret 
Sheppard,  but  Ohio  will  send  her  a  'red  carnation,'".  .   .   (the  question  is 
still  open  to  amendment  or  debate) 

Again  -  June  is  Dairy  Month 

Since  milk  production  again  will  be  up  to  near-record  levels,  USDA 
is  cooperating  with  the  dairy  industry  campaign  by  sponsoring  a  Special 
Plentiful  Foods  Program  on  milk  and  other  dairy  products  during  the  month 
of  June.    AMS  tells  us  they  are  preparing  a  fact  sheet  of  background  informa- 
tion on  the  campaign  for  you.    We'll  send  you  a  copy  with  next  week's  Letter. 
Later  on,  we  expect  to  have  copies  of  a  new  Home  and  Garden  Bulletin  No.  ^7, 
called  "Do  You  Get  Enough  Milk?"    And  we'll  have  a  statement  from  Secretary 
Benson,  and  other  materials  to  help  you  contribute  to  the  success  of  this 
1955  June  Dairy  Month  campaign. 

Survey  Shows  Insects  on  Move 

This  week  the  Federal -State  co-op  Insect  Pest  Survey  reports  army 
worm  larvae  getting  active  in  Texas  and  Louisiana.     Observers  have  noted 
light  moth  flights  as  far  north  as  southern  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  the 
moths  are  reported    increasing  in  Tennessee  and  central  Kentucky  and  Arkansas, 
where  they  caused  considerable  damage  last  year.  .  Another  insect  reported 
causing  trouble  is  the  irinter  grain  mite.    Damage  is  reported  light  to 
severe  to  gre,ins  and  grasses  in  southwestern  Missouri  and  southeastern  Kansas. 
Oklahoma  and  Utah  also  report  some  infestation  with  this  mite  which  injures 
the  leaves  of  small  grain.    The  entomologists  figure  the  pest  may  need  control 
in  several  southeastern  counties  of  Kansas.   .   .   .  The  gea  aphid  on  alfalfa 
is  causing  concern  in  northeastern  Virginia.    It  continues  to  build  up  on 
clovers  and  alfalfa  in  Delaware.   .   .   .  The  alfalfa  weevil  is  reported  doing 
damage  in  Delaware  and  some  places  in  northern  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and 
also  increasing  in  Utah.   .   .   .  The  boll  weevil  survey  in  Georgia  sho\/s  little 
over  a  tenth  the  infestation  by  this  major  cotton  pest  as  at  this  time  last 
year.    But  in  central  Texas,  there  are  some  indications  boll  weevil  infesta- 
tion may  run  high  this  year.  .  .  .In  southern  Georgia  bark  beetles  on  pine 
are  estimated  to  have  already  killed  50, 000,000  board  feet  of  timber  in  37 
counties  where  damage  has  reached  severe  proportions. 

Milk  on  a  Free  Choice  Basis  was  made  available  to  the  Northeast  AAACE  and 
NATPFD  session  at  Hartford  and  final  statistics  showed  ^0  gallons  consumed 
in  three  days.    The  gimmick  as  a  source  of  diverting  dinner  speech  material 
ran  a  close  second  to  its  thirst -quenching  proclivities.    A  local  dairy  co-op 
provided  the  dispenser  and  contents. 
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Extension  by  Badio  and  TV 

Joe  Tonkin,  Ext.  says  that  state  and  county  extension  folks  across 
the  country  made  43,220  appearances  on  television  in  195*+ ,  as  compared  with 
a  reported  h ,6*3  appearances  in  '53-     Leading  among  the  states  was  Texas, 
with  Jack  Sloan  reporting  68  counties  represented  on  IV;  second  in  rank  was 
Georgia.    Radiowise  206,001  appearances  were  made  in  *5k  compared  to  190,148 
the  year  before;  so  radio,  too,  is  still  growing  as  a  medium  of  agricultural 
c  ommuni  cat  i  on . 


"Old  Macdonald  Has  a  Farm" 

From  RFD  8,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  ¥m.  E .   (Bill)  Macdonald,  KFAB, 
notes  the  adventures  of  other  broadcasters  we  have  mentioned  in  this  RFD 
LETTER.    He  protests  that  he's  been  doing  "from  farm  to  farm"  broadcasting 
for  about  8  years  now,  as  well  as  "raising  hogs,  chickens,  cain,  etc.'  He 
says  he  is  personally  doing  55  shows  per  week  for  a  total  of  6  hours  and  10 
minutes.     They  range  from  5  to  30  minutes  in  length.     On  top  of  that,  he 
reports:   "I'm  also  carrying  a  flock  of  spots.     One  of  my  clients  has  been 
with  me  for  about  12  years  and  most  of  the  other  contracts  are  not  less  than 
a  year.     I  have  currently  nine  sponsors,  not  counting  the  spot  stuff.  And 
just  to  top  things  off,  I  handled  265I  pieces  of  mail  here  at  the  farm  in 
March.     Mrs.  Macdonald  and  I  answered  a  total  of  nearly  7C0  telephone  calls 
concerning  radio  business  in  the  same  period  of  time.     Our  first  batch  of 
baby  chicks  came  February  3rd  and  we  expect  to  broil  some  of  those  guys  that 
have  started  to  crow.     The  baby  pigs  started  on  March  1st  when  our  first 
gilt  came  in.    We've  just  finished  putting  in  23  acres  of  oats  and  I  also 
managed  to  renovate  one  of  the  hog  pastures  with  Madrid  clover.     A  current 
project  is  the  rebuilding  of  a  portable  hog  shade  so  that  it  can  be  used 
as  a  house  in  the  winter  time.    And  also  found  time  to  attend  some  FFA, 
4-H,  Grange,  Farm  Bureau  and  general  farm  meetings,  banquets  and  the  usual 
running  around"  ....  Now  we  know  what  all  the  singing  was  about  -  It's  a 
project  here,  and  a  program  there  -e-i-e-io'   -  Next! 


U.  S.  Ghee  Prospects  Abroad 

After  a  dairy  products  scouting  trip  in  the  Far  East,  Mediterranean, 
and  Europe.  FAS's  L.  H.  Burgwald  reported  this  week  that  there  is  a  large 
potential  market  for  re combined  milk  in  most  of  the  countries  he  visited. 
But  he  adds  that  before  an  effective  demand  can  be  ..reated,  pioneering, 
promotional  and  educational  work  will  be  necessary.     He  points  out  that  the 
people  will  have  to  learn  to  appreciate  the  nutritional  value  of  fluid  milk 
and  develop  a  liking  for  it.     In  some  regions,  lack  of  refrigeration  and 
transportation  will  have  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Burgwald  reported  there  is  definitely  a  market  for  ghee  in 
India  and  that  Pakistan  should  be  as  good  a  market  for  U.S.  ghee  as  India. 
He  showed  ghee  merchants  samples  of  U.S.  made  ghee,  some  high-heat  and 
some  low-heat.     Some  areas  prefer  the  high-heat  kind  and  others  ghee  made 
at  low-heat.     But  he  says  the  indications  are  that  we  could  definitely 
produce  a  ghee  in  the  United  States  from  cow's  milk  which  would  be  acceptable 
in  India.    He  also  sees  a  possibility  that  the  Japanese  Dairy  Industry  will 
supplement  their  milk  supply  with  a  recombined  milk.     One  of  the  largest, 
recombining  milk  operations  in  the  world  is  that  of  a  plant  in  Yokohama. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  3<^ 

NBC  National  F.„rm  and  Home  Hour-  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Lay ne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Features:   "The  Importance 
of  Trace  Elements  in  Soil  Fertility  and  Animal  Nutrition. " 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EST 
Features:   "The  1955  Maid  of  Cotton." 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  Ext.  Adm.  C.  M.  Ferguson  and  Miss 
Scudder,  head  of  Ext.  Home  Ec.  Work,  on  "National  Home  Demonstration  Week"; 
and  Boh  Hutchisson,  Ext.  fromAEucson,  Arizona. 

' Mike  Widows'  Meet 

Wm.  A.   (Mac)  McGalliard,  KVS0,  Ardmore,  Ckla. .  expects  at  least 
two  results  from  making  the  recent  West  South  Central  Region  RFD  meeting  a 
family  affair.    He  thinks  getting  the  wives  together  will  result  in  forma- 
tion of  a  regional  auxiliary  to  he  called  the  "Mike  Widows ",  and  refusal  to 
let  RFD's  ever  attend  another  meeting  alone.    When  the  neglected  mike  widows 
compared  notes  they  found  they  were  all  in  the  same  hoat  --  and  I  don't  mean 
just  the  fishing  "boats  all  enjoyed  on  Lake  Murray.    At  the  men's  meeting, 
Paul  Nelson,  radio -TV  chief  of  Gardner  Advertising,  St.  Louis,  advised  RFD 's 
to  concentrate  more  on  co-op  accounts  through  local  dealers,  which  he  said 
is  a  definite  trend  away  from  national  accounts.    Charles  Slate,  East  Texas 
Network  reported  success  in  handling  a  large  group  of  feed  dealers  on  a  local 
basis  for  one  brand  of  feeds.     This  regional  conference,  made  up  of  EFD's 
from  Kansas,  Missouri.  Oklahoma,  Arkansas.  Texas.  Louisiana,  Colorado,  and 
New  Mexico,  will  hold  its  1956  spring  meeting  at  St.  Louis.     It  too  will  be 
a  family  meeting. 

Silver  Anvil  for  Squashing  Bugs 

This  noon  Dave  Hall,  AR£;  was  given  the  silver  anvil  award  of  the 
American  Public  relations  Association  for  spark-plugging  the  informational 
program  celebrating  the  centennial  last  year  of  Professional  Entomology  in 
this  county.     Dave  served  as  chairman  of  the  Commemoration  Committee  which 
did  a  bang  up  good  job  calling  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  fight 
against  insects.     The  award'-'was  made  at  an  APRA  luncheon  in  Philadelphia. 
Insects  cost  us  $k  billion  a -year. 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Wabash 

Purdue's  Tom  Johnston  calls  our  attention  to  an  important  event 
worth  noting  on  our  calendar.     It  is  the  National  Conservation  Days  and 
State  and  National  Plowing  Contests  which  will  be  held  this  }ear  at  Wabash, 
Indiana,  on  September  14-17  inclusive. 

Sincerely , 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


P.S.    These  soil  and  water  conservation  problems  are  important  to  city  as  well 
as  country  folk.     The  further  we  go,  the  more  you  are  likely  to  hear  about  them. 


RFO  LETTER  _ 

to  k 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ™ 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


L'      R  A  R  Y 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORD 

*     JUN  161955  * 


1  O.  5. 0 

>'up±rtr 


April  29,  1955 
Letter  No.  662 


June  1  is  the  "big  drought,  program  date  we  put.  down  on  our  futures 
calendar  this  morning.     That  is  when  Secretary  Benson  has  invited  the  govern- 
ors of  the  ten  Great  Plains  states  in  the  Great  Plains  Council  to  meet  with 
him  in  Denver.     The  newly-formed  drought  action  committee  of  the  Department 
will  meet  with  subcommittees  of  the  Council  May  31  and  June  1  to  discuss 
programs  for  consideration  of  the  governors  and  the  Secretary.  The 
committees  will  meet  again  on  June  2  to  draw  basic  "blue prints  that  can  he 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  individual  states.    At  Denver,  they  hope  to 
"bring  together  all  the  available  information  needed  for  sound,  long-range 
programs  to  fight  drought  and  wind  erosion.     Later  in  June,  the  Secretary 
wants  to  meet  with  representatives  of  farm  organizations  and  commodity 
groups  on  the  recommendations  that  come  out  of  the  Denver  meeting  .... 
This  week  USDA  added  6  counties  in  Texas  and  eight  counties  in  Arizona  to 
the  drought  disaster  areas  and  the  Secretary  emphasized  that  where  needed 
emergency  feed  programs  will  be  extended. 


True  Morse  Heads  Low-Income  Plan 


Yesterday ,  Secretary  Benson  named  Under-Secretary  True  Morse, 
an  old  hand  at  developing  plans  for  low-income  communities,  to  coordinate 
and  direct  the  proposals  for  more  effective  help  for  low  income  farm,  people 
throughout  the  country.    These  proposals  are  based  on  a  study  undertaken  by 
USDA  and  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Commission,  which  the  President 
sent  to  Congress  day  before  yesterday.     Among  the  recommendations  in  the 
study  is  the  setting  up  of  pilot  technical  help  and  extension  programs  in 
enough  counties  in  each  area  under  study  to  cover  different  conditions 
faced  by  the  low-income  groups.     (See  White  House  Release  sent  you  yesterday) 

"53  Crop  Corn  Farm-Stored  Loans  Extended 

As  you  may  recall,  March  2,  USDA  announced  a  reseal  program  for 
farm-stored  loans  on  '^-crops  of  seven  grains.    At  that  time,  it  announced 
that  '53  crops  now  under  reseal  would  not  he  extended.     However,  further- 
study  shows  that  1953- crop  corn  under  resealed  loans  is  generally  of  good 
keeping  quality.    As  extension  of  these  loans  would  lessen  the  storage 
burden  and  keep  corn  on  the  farm,  the  Department  announced  today  that  farm- 
stored  loans  on  '53 -crop  corn  now  under  reseal  will  be  permitted  extension 
for  another  12  months  after  July  31.  1955,  the  maturity  date  for  these 
resealed  loans . 
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We  Speak  a  Piece 

In  recent  weeks  we've  heard  two  eminent  educators  say ^ in  public 
statements  that  "educational"  TV  should  not  attempt  to  "Compete"  with 
commercial  TV  for  audiences.    They  mean  that  educational  TV  should  not  try 
to  lure  commercial  TV's  audience  with  entertainment  as  bait.^  Maybe  they 
were  thinking  of  keeping  to  captive  or  loyal  "educational -TV"  audiences. 

Well,  there's  no  need  to  "burlesque  education,  or  intersperse  it 
with  music,  jokes  or  acrobats,  hut  education  needs  to  "be  palatable  to  "be 
popular.    We  have  been  well  entertained  by  cold  soher  and  unmusical  agri- 
cultural demonstrations,  physics  experiments,  and  reinacted  history  on 
television  --  on  both  commercial  and  non-commercial  stations. 

At  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  and  Television  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  recently,  James  G.  Eanrahan,  general  manager  of  WEWS-TV  of 
Cleveland,  said  that  commercial  stations  are  doing  an  inefficient  job ^ in 
educational  programming  only  "because  there  is  a  lack  of  program  material 
"being  furnished  them  "by  educators.    He  also  said  that  best  results  are 
ohtained  when  there  is  perfect  understanding  "between  educators  and  the  TV 
people „    To  which  we  say,  "Amen!" 

Our  thesis  is  that  except  in  rare  extremes  of  subjects  a  program 
well  done  will  be  successful  on  either  commercial  or  non-commercial  channels 
More  important  is  teamwork  "between  the  "educators"  and  the  station  staff. 

Trend  toward  Bulk  Milk 

USDA's  Farmer  Cooperative  Service  has  made  a  survey  of  the 
handling  of  milk  in  hulk  hy  tank  truck.    Its  researchers  consider  this 
shift  from  the  old  10 -gallon  milk  can  as  one  of  the  most  important  basic 
changes  in  the  history  of  dairying.    So  far,  only  ahout  one  commercial 
dairy  farm  in  100  in  this  country  has  made  the  shift,  and  most  of  those 
are  the  larger  ones.    But  the  Department  folks  find  the  system  adaptahle 
to  older  as  well  as  newer  milking  methods.    True,  bulk  handling  equipment 
represents  a  sizahle  investment  to  farmers,  truckers,  or  milk-plant 
operators,  but  there  are  advantages  in  lower  costs,  lower  milk  losses  m 
handling,  better  quality  milk,  and  expanded  markets.     The  specialists  note 
that  some  co-ops  and  other  distrihutors  are  now  helping  farmers  finance 
the  high  initial  investment  needed  for  farm  bulk-handling  equipment. 

Bill  Zipf  Bides  Again 

Bill  Zipf ,  ViBNS  AM  and  TV,  who  tapes  his  daily  morning  show, 
does  a  5  minute  noontime  market  and  weather  stint  on  television  and  a  three- 
times  weekly  farm  column  for  the  Columbus  Dispatch,  decided  last  January 
that  the  Southwestern  Exposition  and  Fat  Stock  Show  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
was  on  his  beat.    There  were  some  Ohio  entries  in  the  horse  show,  Bill 
explains.    With  his  two  sons,  his  tape  recorder  and  typewriter,  he  took 
in  most  of  the  ten-day  event  and  hrought  a  lot  of  it  bac-  for  his  customers. 
But  he  had  trouble  with  the  boys.    After  seeing  13  rodeo  contests,  they 
wanted  to  stay  in  Texas. 
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Farm  Organizations  on  Tape 

Nov  some  of  the  state  farm  organizations  around  the  country  are 
into  radio  and  television  production  in  a  "big  way.    Bill  Hoover  of  the 
Texas  Farm  Bureau  lists  102  Texas  stations  carrying  the  Farm  Bureau 
roundup.    Eleven  PFDs  make  regular  contributions  to  the  15-minute  taped 
show.    Main  ingredient  is  agricultural  news  and  reports  of  FB  doings ,  hut 
program  content  has  ranged  all  the  way  from  a  recording  in  a  erop  dusting 
plane  to  an  interview  with  a  lady  hull  fighter. 

Progress  on  Plum  Island 

Today  USDA  veterinary  researchers  announced  what  looks  like  a 
very  important  advance  in  the  fight  against  virus  diseases  of  cattle  and 
hogs.     This  is  one  of  the  first  reports  to  come  from  the  Department's  new 
Animal  Disease  laboratory  on  Plum  Island  off  Long  Island.    Using  the  same 
medium  as  that  in  which  the  virus  is  cultivated  to  make  the  new  polio 
vaccine,  the  scientists  have  succeeded  in  growing  the  VS  (vesicular 
stomatitis)  virus  experimentally  on  live  animal  tissue.    The  specialists 
see  this  not  only  as  an  important  step  toward  better  diagnosis  and  control 
of  VS,  hut  also  of  the  more  serious  VE  and  foot-and-mouth  diseases.  They 
figure  that  dependable  tissue -culture  methods  may  he  needed  to  produce 
vaccines  on  a  large  scale  to  protect  livestock  from  VE  and  foot-and-mouth. 
When  the  main  building  of  the  new  Virus  Disease  Center  is  completed  early 
next  year,  the  Center  can  go  into  full  scale  operations  on  these  other 
troubles  as  well  as  VS.    The  vets  seem  encouraged  by  the  good  beginning 
announced  today. 

Down  by  the  Scioto 

One  of  the  old  timers,  in  farm  broadcasting  has  moved  to  a  new 
post.     Jim  Chapman,  veteran  of  WHO,  WTAM,  and  for  the  past  2^>  years  at 
WKFD,  Worthington.  Ohio,  has  taken  over  as  TV  specialist  for  the  extension 
service  at  Ohio  State  University  at  Columbus.     Succeeding  him  at  WKFD  is 

Clyde  Keathley.  former  assistant  to  Jim  and  station  market  news  man   

Another  old  timer,  Sam  Steiger  plans  to  move  from  his  current  post  as 
assistant  extension  editor  at  Ohio  State  about  July  1  and  is  looking  for  a 
suitable  spot  preferably  in  a  commercial  station.     Sam  has  eleven  years 
experience  in  farm  radio  and  about  six  in  television,  quite  a  bit  of  it 
at  WHI0;  Dayton.    He  will  appreciate  suggestions. 

With  the  Broadcasters  Abroad 

Dr.  Eolf  Haeberli  of  the  Swiss  Agricultural  Information  Service 
says:     "No  farmer  likes  to  try  things  on  his  own,  hut  if  anything  is 
recommended  on  the  radio,  he  feels  more  confident  should  anything  go  wrong, 

he  has  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  he  is  not  the  only  one."   

Godfrey  Baseley,  BBC    reports  that  an  inter -European  training  course  at 
Saarburg  showed  much  interest  in  an  exchange  system  of  television  programs 
dealing  with  fundamental  agricultural  topics,  provided  that  a  technique 
could  be  evolved  which  could  overcome  the  language  difficulties .   .   .  Bob 
Knowles,  assistant  chief  farmcaster  of  the_Canad_ian  Broadcasting  Corporation 
attended  the  International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers  here  a  few 
days  ago  and  load  a  look  at  the  USDA.    He  attended  the  NATRFD  meeting  in 
Chicago  last  fall. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shove  May  7 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:15  "to  9:30  a.m. 
EDT.    Features:  Observance  of  Home  Demonstration  Week, 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  REA  Adm.  Ancher  Nelsen  on  "Atomic 
Power";  Wyoming's  New  Chicken  Breed;  and  "International  Farming"  with  :.. 
Knowlt  on  Nas  h . 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 
EDT  "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features;   "The  Significance  of 
Trace  Elements  in  Soil  Fertility  and  Animal  Nutrition. " 

Insect  and  Plant  Disease  Warnings 

The  Federal -State  Cooperative  Insect  Pest  Survey  reports  Army 
Worm  infestations  showing  up  in  Texas,  Arkansas..  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  as  far  north  as  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina.     The  only  real  damage 
so  far  is  to  small  grains  and  pastures,  in  a  couple  of  counties  in  Arkansas 
and  in  western  Alabama.    Moths  are  showing  up  as  far  north  as  Maryland, 
Missouri,  and  Champaign,  Illinois.     Such  army  worm  moth  flights  give  advance 
warning  of  army  worm  infestations  likely  two  or  three  weeks  later.   ,   .  . 
Cut -worms  are  doing  damage  to  small  grains  in  south  central  Kentucky,  to 
pastures  and  legumes  in  Tennessee,  and  are  reported  heavy  in  small  grain 
and  vetch  in  some  counties  of  Texas.     The  Army . cut -worm  of  the  western 
States  has  severely  damaged  several  thousand  acres  of  dry  land  in  Utah.   .  . 
The  Plant  Disease  Warning  Service  reports  Blue  Mold  of  tobacco  has  moved 
up  into  Virginia  and  Maryland.     It  is  very  widespread,  but  not  doing  much 
damage  yet. 

Growers  Approve  Bur ley  Tobacco  Cut 

In  the  Burley  tobacco  referendum  yesterday  on  the  revised  quotas  ., 
nearly  twice  as  many  growers,  330,000,  turned  out  as  voted  in  '52.  Prelim- 
inary reports  indicate  close  to  96  percent  of  those  voting  approved  the 
further  cuts  in  marketing  quotas. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures : 

US-FA0  Newsletter 
Development  of  Agriculture 's 
Human  T'.e sources 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Eadio  &  Television  Service 


